Stoechospermum marginatum (C. Agardh) is a brown alga which has been reported (1) to contain several metab-
olites with the unusual "spatane" tricyclic diterpenoid ring system. A previous report (2) from this laboratory describes the isolation from this marine alga of the diterpene alcohol stoechospermol (1) which was found to be identical with the 5(R)-hydroxyspata-13,17-diene reported by Fenical and co-workers (1). In continuation of our investigation on the isolation of active principle, we present here the isolation and structural elucidation of another minor spatane diterpenoid identified as stoechospermol acetate (2) .
The non-polar fraction of the dichloromethane extract of Stoechospermum marginatum on extensive column chromatography over silica gel and elution This indicated that the new compound must be an acetyl derivative of stoechospermol and was assigned structure 2.
The 13C-NMR signals of 2 further supported the assignments, the spectra of alcohol and acetate being distinct from one another essentially only in that there is an additional singlet at 8= 169.6 ppm assigned to the acetoxy carbonyl carbon and a quartet at 8 = 20.8 ppm due to the methyl of the acyl group. Definite proof of the structure of 2 was provided by acetylation of 1 with Ac20/pyridine to yield 2. The acetate obtained was identical in all respects with the natural product thus establishing 2 as 5(R)-acetoxyspata-13,17-diene. 
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